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Abstract

What can we learn about Mexican legal culture through lookirtgeprofiles of the people

that law studentsfind as representativef the legal profession? In this article we address
this question by inquiring about the people who are the more widely knoeferences of

the legal profession for law students in México. In order to do this, we carried out a survey
with law students fron all around the country. Thasights brought forward bthis survey

are particularly relevant tanintersection of three different areas of inquiry: legal culture,
legal education and the cultural studies of the law. Furthermore, the results compliment
previous findings on Mexican legal education and legal profession, also bringing forward
new insights that show how an inquiry that bridges the gap between a certain legal culture
and popular culturgeferences for the legal profession can help us bettederstand said

legal culture.

Key words:egal culture, legal education, popular cultuidéxico.

Introduction

What does a lawyer look like? The legal profession is highly performative so that most
people have an idea, an expectation, of what a lawyeks$dike. One can say the same for
many other professions but, for lawyers, you can even find manuals which discuss the
importance of wearing a suit and tv shows with episodes about how lawyers dress. It is also
not uncommon for law students to be requirdd use a professional formal attire for
instances like examand express themselves in a certain manmeiditionally to the
technical language typical of the professiofinere is even the occasional anecdote of
professors who will ask students the leavelassroom on account of being underdressed.
This may seem banaipwever, we ague that it is far frombeingsby R 0 KI 0 & i dzRSYy
professional references can be indicative of wider aspects of a certain legal culithee

can we learnfor exampleabout Mexican legal culture through looking latv student<
references of the legal profession?

In this article we ddress this question by inquiring aliothe people who are the more
widely knownreferences of the legal profession for law students in México. In order to do
this, we carried out a survey with law students from all around the coufinginsights
broughtforward bythis survey are particularly relevant émintersection of three different
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areas of inquiry: legal culture, legal education and the cultural studies of the law.
Furthermore, the results compliment previous findings on Mexican legal education a
legal professionalsobringing forward new insights thathow how @& inquiry that bridges

the gap between a certain legal culture and popular cultveéerences for the legal
profession can help us better understand said legal culture.

First weaddress how the concept of legal culture intersects with legal education, and how

can both in turn be informed by an exploration in cultural studies of the law, specifically in

relation to the professional references of law students. In a second sectiaeseribe the
YSGK2R2ft 238 RS@St2LISR G2 3AFLAYy &a2YS Ayairdakda 2
México. In the third section of this article we present our main findiagd, fnally, we

highlight somecontributionsof this research

l.Lawd G dzZRSy 1 Qa € S3Ff OdzZ §dzNE | yR Odz dzNI £ &G dzR

The concept of legal culture has been widely developed in degal studieso analyze the
practices, attitudes and beliefs that shape the legal fi@lde concept of legal culture is
generally attibuted to Lawrence Friedman (ref.) although it has been popularized and
further developed significantly in European selggal studiefNelken 2005)Studies of
legal culture tend to broaden the perspective on law, allowing to see how beliefs and
practices have an impact on legal systenegal institutions as sodig@nvironmentsand
issuessuch as access to justi¢ee. Dingwallet al. 2001, Nelken 2005, 2010, Kurkchiyan
2009, Barcena 2018%tudies of legatulture also differentiate between the legal culture of
law professionalg; internal legal cultureg and the legal culture of people who are not
specialized in law external legal cultureUnderlying this distinction, there is assumption

that the pradice of law not only brings a certain knowledge over it, but also changes other
cultural aspects of a person, that is, that her behavior and beliefs are also transformed.

Thus, the legal profession is a relevant concern of slegal studies. Studies df¢ legal
profession do not always subscribe to the conceptual framework of legal culbdien
taking a Bourdiean approach based on the study of the legal(fieldezalay y Garth 2002,
Dezalay y Madsen 2016) a more general approach from the sociology of professions. The
Research Committee for the Sociology of LREZS$L) in fact has a long established and
thriving Working Group of the study of the legal profession. These studies have documented
the transformations of the legal profession in different countries, including the increasing
participation of women and th@npact of globalization. In Latin America, the study of the
legal profession is also a relevant feature of sdegal studieglbarra Rojas 2018jaking

on also a gender perspective and a concern for the changes brought by the transformation
of legal systems, but also, distinctively, thay social concerns and struggles have shaped
specific areas of professional practice, such as alternative, pgpuilitant or community
lawyers (i.e. Carlet 2013, Manzo 2013, 2014, Aragén Andrade 200i¥%se, however,



continue to be particular forms of practicing law which are presented asdaminant in
relation to traditional forms of the legal profession. The more dominant and traditional
practice of law then subscribes to a legal culture characterized by its femaiid the

belief that legal practice depends of a technical knowledge and argumentative process that
is detached from politics and, often, also from social issues.

Although legal culture and legal profession studiasely touch upon thisthere is hardly

doubt that legal education plays a fundamental role in the reproduction of the legal culture.

As Miguel Rabagosuggested to us, the education process can be seen as a bridge, a
transition period between external and internal legal culture, evetindfre has been no

attention to this.Often times, recently graduated lawyers complain that the legal education
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there are certainly several aspects of the legal practice as a sosiabnment that depend

upon actual work experience. Nonetheless, legal education is a clear entry way to the legal
profession, and it is the process through which many elementsnadhabitus are shared

with newcomers.

Studies onlegal education indeed daccountfor the ways in whichformalistic and
positivistic viewsare the dominant ideology present in legal education, often to the point
that sometimes no other perspective is ey@esented. This is the case in Méx{toarra

2012, Medellin Urquiaga 20173long with and education that is focused on monologues
08 (KS LINPFTSaaz2Nm> o6FaSR 2y YSY2NAhbithey I I 54
discouraged or requested in a context of competition between students. However, this is
no exclusive to México, as studies from different countries report similar findings
Brigidoet al. 2009, Lista 2012, Garcia 2013, Hagino 2048pther commorfindingis that
subjects such as civil and criminal law, which are litigation areas, are considered more
important than those seen as ndagal, which have theoretical orientation or an
orientation towards social sciences. Thus, legal educatighly socializes students in a
view of law that is limited to written laws and litigation.

Nonetheless, as we mentioned in the introduction, there is also a performative element to

legal profession and it is identified as thelden curriculgBrigidoet al. 2009, Lista 2012)

That is, what students learn in law school is not limitedthe explicit contents of the

courses, but alsextendsto an embodiment of the persona of the law professiorfss.

5dz0F y Y §3094%ecRrdy vark on legal education suggests, the identity that is
established as desirable, and that students are expected to emukathat of a wealthy

white man.Professors who do not embody this identity, according to Kennedy, also take

great measures to emulate ¥ SYySReQa ¢2NJ] Aa ol aSR 2y KAa
education in the United Statebut similarelements can be found in the hidden curricula of

law schools in Latin Ameri¢Brigidoet al. 2009, Lista 2012 he studies on legal education

! Personal communication during the XXX Seminar (further information will be provided aftergyesw).
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that take into account the hidden curricula, however, remain scaaéhat it is hard to say

if this tendencytowards the reproduction of hierarchies is expressed in the same manner

in different law schools. Furthermore, attempts at bringing alternative social agendas to

legal education are hardlyf ever,LINSa Sy i SR Ay GSN¥xa 2F |ftaz2 N
hidden curricula.

Legal education however, is not alone in reproducing a centaiideal of the legal
professional; arguably, popular culture, particularly that which is consumed by lawyers and
law students, would also have an impataw schools do not constitute a bubble that
contains all the knowledge about law and lawyers that $tadents come into contact with.
Thus, aother aspect that is probably essential to understand a legal cuttte¢he popular
cultural referencef the legal professionAs we shall see, these persons can be family
members, but also famous lawyers fromat life or fiction. Nevertheless, even if they are
not the first to come to mind, who law students think when asked about famous lawyers
and their main references of lawyers in legal culture also bring forward interesting insights.
t 2 Lddzt | NJ O dgenfiatiaNsBoIaw aNdSIadyes have been studiedhie tultural
studies of the law which is also a weltleveloped field(Sherwin 2004, Salzmann y
Dunwoody 2005)The cultural studies of the law can in fact be identified with different
kinds of inquiries, from law and literature as aMiligconsolidated field, to its expansion
beyond and intaifferent art forms. In fact, the law and popular culture Working Group of
the RCSL is also an active environment for scholars interested in these questions.

Nevertheless, studies in this field tetmlanalyze the portrayal of law and law professionals
in popular cultureas a somewhat separate phenomenon from the legal professather

than to bridge these portrayals with the legal fieBalzmann and Dunwood2005)carried

out one of the few studies thatlo attempt connection between popular culture, public
perception d law, law making and even the perception of law students of the legal
profession and the tv shows that thayatch. Their survey, however, was limited to two
institutions in theUnited Sates, and their focus was whether law students understood the
difference between fictional law practice and ndéintional law practice.Their results
showed that students did understood the difference, but hardly inquired over other beliefs
and roles that might be socialized through popular culturbis, we believeleaves the
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of the law profession.

2. Methodology

This article began, in a way, back in 2018 during the professional practices’agvexal
law programs in Méxahave courses on professional practices or legal ethics, but they tend

2 Further details will be provideditar peerreview.



to be eitherjust an opportunity for students to join a legal work environment or a course
on philosophical views on ethics. The professional practices course at XXX is partitular in i
design. We do address philosophical discussions on legal ethics, but we also include
discussions on ethics responsibilities of lawyers and a wide section inspired by studies on
the legal profession. In this section we begin by analyzing findings drethgzation in Latin
America and continue to analyze the legal profession from an intersectional perspective.
We also bring forward a skills section focused on issues such as corruption, dealing with
victims and how to implement a feminist and intercultllegal practice.

A coupleyears ago, dring a session aimingp bring an intersectional perspective on the
legal profession, the professor (one of the authors of this artedipd the students about

the first person they thought off when thinking about someone who practices the legal
LINEPFSaaAz2yd 2A0GK (GKAA ljdzSadAazyr akKS AyidSyRSR
the legal profession was dominated by the sameerefices that were pointed out in the
students of legal education as ideals to emulate, namely, the identity of a wealthy white
male. The results were enlightening and so she carried out the same experiment the
following year. In both instances she alsouggd the students famous male and female
lawyers either from reality or fiction. This experience provided relevant insight, but the
results were not integrated into the sample that informs this article. As it was a class
exercise, students participationas not entirely optional and their consent to use their
responses in academic reseawhs not obtained

Taking from this experience, a formal instrument was designed and implemented through
the yeas 2020 and 202fb carry out a first exploratory study dhe culturalreferences of
Mexican law studentsThe survey was created in the google forms platform and it was
distributed through different digital means. Social media, mainly Facebook and Twitter, was
used to distribute the survey, targeting both lawdents and professors known to the
authors, as well as Facebook groups of law students and Twitter accounts on legal
education. Students at XXX and XXX, vpeogessors were willing to allow some space in
their course were also invited to join the survethis time clarifying that it was an entirely
voluntary activity and gathering their consent in the digital form. We also requested
professors and students from other universities to share the survey througliks. This
proved to be a helpfulesourcesince often responses would come in block from the same
university after sending said-raails or tagging professors in social medfde tried
contacting directly eight universities to distribute the sample directly, either through
program coordination or stdents affairs offices, but this proved to be a fruitless activity as
we barely got responses and no actual compliance.

Thus, we gathere@d89responses from law students fro&6 universities in Méxicdn spite

of the diversity of the sample, we cannot iclarepresentativity of our data since the
sampling method was not random. Although less than ideal, nonprobability sampling can
be the only way to approach populations which are hard to account for or highly fluctuating



(Babbie 2007)and law students are botRVherever data is availabliw professionals are

a growing in number&ritzer 2013and México is a exceptionfMenesesReyes y Caballero
2018) Nevertheless, in México, this growth is also one of law programs, especially in small
private universites. Although there are no ditial records on the issue, recent studies
(Medellin Urquiaga 2017, Pozas Loyo y Rios Figueroar2gdt)well ove a thousandaw
programs, overwhelmingly in private institutions, and over three hundred thousand law
students in Méxicpalthough this number is highly fluctuating if we consider that some
programs in private institutions can last as little as two yeatse public law programs
tend to befive years longThe disproportionate number of private law programs, however,
must be take& with caution. At least in thereviousteaching experience of one of the
authors of this article, small private universitiean open a course with as little as three
students, while, in the same city, a public university may have well up to thirty groups in a
single semester with up to a hundred students in each grixgspite the high numbers in

law programs, reports indicathat 45% of the documentshat qualify a person to practice

law have been granted to students from only fimeblicuniversities(CEEAD in Pozas Loyo

y Rios Figueroa 2021, p. 26)

Thus we aimed to gather a sample that wadesad and diverse as possildensidering

the important limitations there are to this ainNonetheless, w have achievedur goalto

some extent with the odine survey we carried ouiAlthough gathering data in a digital
form means that only a segment of the population had access,was done also in the
context of the COVIpandemic in which law schools all around the world had to turn to
virtual education which, undoubtedly, increased the use of digital toBkssides this
limitation, we did get a diverse sample, as revealedigyfact that we gathered information
from 56 universities, both public and private, from several Mexican states. We also
managed to gather answers from néamary students which both challenges the binary and
hierarchical structure of information generallged in data analysts 5 QL 3y I T A2 & Yt SA
and, more importantly, represent the experience of this group of people who tends to be
overlooked in Mexican academic spadé& did not, however, receive sufficient responses
from nonbinary students to produce proper analysis

The survey implemented asked people to mention the very first person, preferably well
known, that comes to their mindregardless of their genderwhen thinking about the

legal professionwhich we have named their primamgference We later asked about
famous male and female lawyers and male and female lawyers from fidtraditionally,
surveys tend to be carried out as close ended questions and people select their answers
from limited list of possibilities. However the defining element of a survey is a highly
structured data collection mechanism, often a questionnaire liggpuniformly to each unit

3 Lawyers in México do not require to pass a bar examractice law, they only have to acquire a degree
according to the regulations of the university where they study. The Secretariat of Public Education then
grants them a document which allows them taaptice law throughout the country.
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of analysis, while the data collection technique may \@g Vaus 2002)n this case, the
guestionnaire was indeed standard for each unit of analysis, but each student wrote her
answer; which required for the researcher to standardize spelling. While, after the first
experiene with students at XXX it was possible for the researcher to put forward some
suggestions, this would have limited exceedingly the richness of the sample and the value
of this exploration.

Within said limitations, the research carried out does providevate information. This

work represents one of the first efforts to gather information about cultural references of
Mexican law students, since systematic and representative surveys of students in Mexico
T let alone law students are quite limited. Additbnally, our research questions do not

try to establish a casual analysis; rather, we aim to the kind of descriptive exploration that
can be achieved through nonprobability samplkshleret al. 2019) This decription aims

to understand the social representation that dominates as reference for law students. Thus,
the actual individuals mentioned are in several instances less relevant than the demography
that they represent. Our analysis however, is not enyigantitative. As some individuals
were quite dominant as references in our sample, they became particularly significant as
portrayals of the ideal type of lawyer (in the Weberian and not the aspirational sense).

The individuals mentioned were further skified according téour criteria. The first was

gender which was missing in the primargference column The second criteria we
included is whether the person named is a local referendéexican or from a Latin
American show businessor an international reference such as politicians or justices

from another country odawyers in tv shows from th&nited $ates. The third criteria
references the main area of the legal profession in which a person works: litigation,
jurisdictional, politicalacademiashowbiz angbublicnotary. Finally, in those cases in which

we could identify it, the litigation and acadesmnprofiles were also classified according to

the area of law that they practice or teacbriminal law; constitutional law; philosophy of

law; human rights; electoral law; commercial laawyil law, were we included family law,

tax law and corporate lawys in general; and social sciences, were we included mainly
history and sociologyOnce data was processed and codified, we grouped and -cross
Fylrfel SR (4KS FyagSNE | ONRraa NBalLRyRSyild YR
NBalLR2yRSYy(iQa NESKHRENI HWR NB T R yad aeaof ldas y RS N
With this analysis, we managed to find general trends that reveal the composition of
cultural references for law students in Mexico and tihiferences(or similarities)across
genderand university of origin

od wSadzZ Gay I g&SNnMéxicda 2O0AFf NBLINSBaASY(GlFGAz2y

40One example of this can be found in the work offFrro and LopeAyllon(2006)
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In this section we will present the main findings from thevey carried out with the
methodology described above.

312 2YSyQa @GAraAiroAftAde Ay GKS S3Ff LINRPFSaarAzy

As we mentioned, the legal profession is one that continues tbigkly male dominated
(Fondevila y Mejia 2014, Manebal. 2016, Abogadas MX 2018, Pozas Loyo y Rios Figueroa
2021) Indeed, the literature on the legal profession in México shows that, even though
women are often the majority of theopulation in law schools, they still face many
challenges Glass ceilings for women continue to be present in all areas of the legal
profession, even more so in elite private practice, accompanied by a negative perception of
motherhood among other things This does not entail that there have not been great
improvements in the role of women in the legal profession. One example of how law has
improved is the increasing recognition of the need for gender perspective in the judiciary.
Nevertheless, our findgs do show that the influence of a masculine ideal of the legal
profession runs deep in Mexican internal legal culture.

Figurel. Top ten primaryeferences




Primary referents in law
10 most frequent answers

Other

Male personal reference -
Miguel Carbonell -

José Ramon Cossio

Female personal reference
Arturo Zaldivar Lelo de Larrea
Harvey Specter 1

Alfonso Pasapera Mora -
Diego Fernandez de Ceballos -
Juan Jesus Garza Onofre
Ruth Bader Ginsburg -

148
32
25
24
21
8
8
6
6
6
T 5 T T T
0 50 100 150

Total answers

Source: Own elaboration

Figure2. Top ten famous male lawyers.

Famous male lawyer
10 most frequent answers

Other -

Miguel Carbonell

José Ramoén Cossio

Arturo Zaldivar Lelo de Larrea -
Eduardo Garcia Maynez -
Barack Obama -

Nelson Mandela -

Benito Pablo Juarez Garcia
Diego Fernandez de Ceballos
Ignacio Burgoa Orihuela 1
Enrique Pefia Nieto 1

Juan Collado

Luis Maria Aguilar Morales

127
45
29
17
15
13
9
7
6
6
5
5
T 5 T T T
0 50 100 150

Total answers
Source: Own elaboration




Figure3. Top ten famous female lawyers.

Famous female lawyer

Other -

Olga Sanchez Cordero 4
N/A A

Ruth Bader Ginsburg 1

Ana Laura Magaloni Kerpel -
Norma Pifia Hernandez 1
Margarita Luna Ramos -
Michelle Obama -

Margarita Zavala 4
Claudia de Buen

Luisa Maria Alcalde Lujan 1

Figured. Top ten fictional male lawyers.

109
48
33
31
12
12
11
11
10
50 100 150

Total answers

Source: Own elaboration



Fictional male lawyer

Harvey Specter 4 103
Other 4 70
Saul Goodman A 29
N/A A 27

Kevin Lomax (Keanu Reeves | 16
at The Devil's Advocate)
Afticus Finch 4 14

Michael Ross 8

Matt Murdock 4 T
Lionel Hutz - 5

Rafael Barba 4 5
Tom Hagen 5

0 50 100 150
Total answers

Source: Own elaboration

Figureb. Top ten fictional female lawyers.

Annalise Keating - 65
Other - 61
N/AA 47
Jessica Pearson - 43
Elle Woods 1 19

Alicia Florrick 4 14
Rachel Zane 4 14

Kim Wexler 4 7

Olivia Pope - 7

Ana Maria Polo 4 6

Sandy Stern - 6

0 50 100 150
Total answers
Source: Own elaboration

Men are favored areferences in the legal professiors we can see from the results of the
survey,75.4% ofthe students surveyediamed a man as primamgference(Fig.6). Only
two categoriesgtudents who name personal female reference and Ruth Bader Ginsburg)

11



from the 10 most frequent primary references were female, the remaining eight were male
(Fig.1). These merare also mainly within the demographic associated with the legal
profession: older, from the higher classes and whitlee same applies to the topen men
mentioned in the famous male lawyer and famous fictional lawyers categdinesfullset

of answers, if we consider the totality of nanmagntioned would include women, even to

a large extent, but this is because the survey specifically asksudenss to name famous
and fictional female lawyersihat the sample hardly includes are wieiown LGBTQ
lawyers as only two people have been mentionadhe responses of real peopl®ne
LGBTQ lawyer is indeed quite relevanifalise Keating from the show How to get away
with murdep, but she is a fictional character from a United States tv show.

Perhaps more telling is the fact thegspondents who did not mention a famous or fictional
female lawyer ighe second largesanswer in each categoir83 people failed to name a
famous female lawyer and 47 a fictional female lawyer; these answers were coded as N/A)
Actually, if we add up these responses, gerondlargest category of the whole sample
would be that of people who could not come up with amma for a female lawyer.
Additionally, a male character came up as one of the ten main female fictional characters.
lf S2F YRNR | @1 ®F & a{ | yRe&¢ { (Bréslmed lanocdenthe I & SNJ A
name Sandy is more common for females, which may wdcdor the confusion.
Nevertheless, the famous female category also includes Rafael Rojina Villegas who is also
male. These results, are highly discouraging as to the knowledge of law students about
relevant female lawyers.

Figure6. Percentag®f male and femal@rimaryreferences.

Primary referents in law
By referent's gender

Primary referent's gender Female . Male
75.4%
(n=218)
24.6%
(n=71)

0 25 50 75 100
Percentage (%)

Source: Own elaboration

There are also differences in the professional profile of male and female laviljlessis
particularly evident in the judiciary and litigation fields. For females as prineieyence
the judiciary is the most relevahprofessional profile (25.4%), while litigation falls in fourth

S¢KAA Aad oAGK2dzi O2yaARSNAYy3I GKS a20KSNE OFGiS3I2NEO® ¢K.
whom we cannot determine the field and area of expertise.
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place (9.9%)This is evident in the top ten profilégr famouswomen, out of which the top

places (Olga Sanchez Cordero, Ruth Bader Ginsgbur, Ana Laura Magaloni,

Norma Pifa

Hernandez, and Margarita Luna Ramos) have been had links to the judith&yesults
shape the famous female lawyer category sottlize judiciary is the more relevant
professional profile.For men, the situation is reverse as the most relevantnary
professional profile is litigation (27.5%) while the judiciary is tied with politics in third place
(9.6%).This is also reflected the top ten spotdor famous lawyerswhere we can find law
practitioners, followed by members of the judiciary and politicigsother particularity is
that famous male lawyersre also significantly in academia, however, many of those
professors are also law practitioners, which is not the case for female professgeneral,
private practiceg(litigation) is considered to be the more profitable professional profile for
lawyers(MenesesReyes y Caballero 201&nd the fact that it is often shown to be a less

FSYI S
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legal profession than male&dditionally, n the survey carried out by Fiserro and Lépez

Ayllén (2006) with law students, 34.5% expect to develop in private practice, while the
legislative branch (14.7%), the judiciary (14.4%), the legal justice system (14.4%) and public
administration (13.3%) follow, no information is given as to scholarly aspirafibus.it is

fair to say thateven famous women do not achieve this recognition through the most
esteemed professional profile: that of thpractitioner.

FTASER
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Figure7. Professional profiles of primagnd famougseferences according to their gender

Percentage (%)

401

304

204

104

Primary referents in law
By referent's field and gender

Academia Jurisdictional Notary public Other
B showsiz [ Liigaton [ Poitics
Female Male
3% 28.9%
o5 ok (n=22) 27.5% _'63"
(2n1_-1 ;’) (n=51)
0,
9.9% ”'_38/" 9.6% 9.6%
(n=7) (n=8) (n=21) (n=21)
1.4% 0.9%
(n=1) (n=2)
|
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304

Percentage (%)

504

40+

Percentage (%)

20+

304

204

Famous male lawyer
By referent's field

24.9%

26%

(n=72) (n=75)
20.4%
(n=59)
14.9%
13.5%
(n=39; (n=43)
0.3%
(n=1)
Source: Own elaboration
Famous female lawyer
By referent's field
41.2%
(n=119)
15.6% 7%
(n=45) 121% (49 448y
(n=35) (n=34)
2.4%
(n=7)
[

Academia

. Showbiz

Jurisdictional

. Litigation

Politics

. Other

Academia

B snowbi

Jurisdictional

. Litigation

Politics

. Other

When we analyze the primameferences by origin (local or international) we find two
different patterns. On the one handjost real lifereferences are local. On the ber hand
female references are more likely to have an international background than mesince
14.1% of female primamgferences are international against 7.3% male primegferences,
also, 23.9% of famous women are international compared to 19.7nuus men . We
identify this phenomenoras the Ginsburg effeat she is the only woman to make it to the
top 10 most frequent primaryeferenceanswers , since she encompasses 60% of all the
international female primaryeferences.

Figure8. Origin of prinary and famougeferences according to their gender
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Percentage (%)

Percentage (%)

Percentage (%)

Primary referents in law
By referent's origin and gender

International . Local (Missing)
Female Male
807 63.8%
54.9% (n=139)
60 (n=39)
31%
4 28.9%
40 (n=22) (n=63)
14.1%
201 (n=10) 7.3%
(n=16)
0-
Source: Own elaboration
Famous male lawyer
Famous male lawyer's origin
International . Local (Missing)
804 65.4%
{n=189)
604
404
19.7% .
(n=57) 14.9%
204 (n=43)
0 -
Source: Own elaboration
Famous female lawyer
Famous female lawyer's origin
Internacional . Local (Missing)
80 1 64.4%
(n=186)
604
40 23.9%
(n=69)
11.8%
20 (n=34)
0 -

Source: Own elaboration
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Female presence in the legal profession, as in most professions really, continues to be in a
process of continuous redefinition of a traditionally male environmalunetheless,n the

survey with legal professionals carried out by Pozas and(Rd@4)women respondents
demonstrate a greater awareness of how being female in the legal profession represents a
disadvantag in the legal professionAlsq female mentorship is acknowledgelboly
practitionersfor the role it plays in aiding the career of young female lawyAisgadas

MX 2018)Indeed, vomen respondents have mom@imaryfemalereferences, even tlough

the majority of theirreferences are still malet for the female respondents of our survey,
65.4% of their primaryeferences are male and 34.6% are female)Men reported the

lowest proportion of female primargeferences (only 12.7%).

Figure9. Percentage of male and femateferences according tiNB a LJ2 ygRrislef (i Q &

Primary referents in law
By referent's gender and respondent's gender

Primary referent's gender Female . Male

Female respondents Male respondents Non-binary respondents

87.3%
(n=117)

1004

65.4%
75+ (n=100)
50% 50%
(n=1) (n=1)
50 34.6%
(n=53)

Percentage (%)

12.7%

257 (n=17)

Source: Own elaboration

The survey carried out does provide insight also into law students in México. While female
references are more international than mateferences, we found out that female studss

were more likely to name a local personality as their prinrafgrencethan male students
(7.8% of female respondents named an international primrafgrenceagainst 10.4% of
male respondents), as shown in Figdre Female law students were also neolikely to
mention a person from academia as primagyerencet 26.1% of theireferences comes

from academia, against 19.4%references of male students and 0% i&ferences of non
binary students .

z

Figurell. Origin of primaryeferencesl OO2 NRAY 3 (2 NBaALRyYyRSyldQa
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Primary referents in law

By referent's origin and respondent's gender

Primary referent's origin

International . Local

(Missing)

Female respondents Male respondents Non-binary respondents
807 64.7%
(n=99) 58.2%
— ol (n=78) 50% 50%
< (M=) (n=1)
)
=)} 31.3%
£ 40+ 27.5% |
c (n=42)
@ (n=42)
<
& a0l 78% 10.4%
(n=12) (n=14)
04
Source: Own elaboration
Figurel2d t N2 F¥FSaaAazylt LINRBFTALSa |
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The classification according to area of law was included to better account for the relevance
of some fields over others that is often reported in seglof legal educatiofLista 2012)

As these indicate, subjects on the main areas of pragiceil and criminak are often
O2yaARSNBR
important. It is also pointed out thdtields such as criminal law quite male dominated while
women are more oriented towards family law. Thus, here it is also significant that women
and nonbinary people are also more oriented to the human rights fielgstment 50%

of nond A y | NE
g 2 Y S eferégnce

0KS WwW{iNHzSQ

YR 2yfe

tlo

O2dzNB Saz

YR 28GKSNJ

NB a LJ2 seferEngeli Weie dediidied to NiEnan rights, 6.5% of
rafebapices T 2afthoUgls nteréstingly, there

are no significant differences between men and fembles studentsregarding their
reference tocriminal law. While exploring the sample in a more detailed manner, however,
it turns out that most of the women who are mentioned in the criminal law field are in fact
scholars (in 60% of the cases), while men diverge betweariazshand practitioners (30

17



